to the ranks of assistant and associate professor of surgery. Oughterson' During the six-day voyage to Japan, Oughterson wrote to Brigadier General Guy Denit, Chief Surgeon, recommending a study of the bomb's medical effects, including location of casualties, evidence of blast, burns, and residual radiation damage. The group landed in the Tokyo area on September 1, 1945 , and were followed shortly by the Manhattan District mission led by Brigadier General Thomas Farrell, with Colonel Stafford Warren, as leader of the medical studies. They agreed to unite with the army group led by Oughterson. In late September, the navy mission under Shields Warren, assigned to Nagasaki, joined the group to form the "Joint Commission for the Investigation of the Medical Effects of the Atomic Bomb in Japan. " Oughterson inspected both Hiroshima and Nagasaki with the Manhattan District team. On September 6, 1946, the full report of the Joint Commission was completed, totaling 1,300 pages in six volumes. As a follow-up, Oughterson With leadership firmly based under Darling, the most urgent problem continued to be the need for continuity of leadership in medicine and pathology. Here again, Yale played a key role by supplying first-rate chiefs in the department of medicine, through the interest of Paul Beeson. In a conversation in March 1982, Paul and I recalled that he had led a medical mission for the Unitarian Church to Japan in the summer of 1951. The 12 to 14 members made presentations at a number of medical schools. They did not have time to visit either Hiroshima or Nagasaki, but Grant Taylor, director of the ABCC, came to Tokyo for a session with Beeson's committee. He briefed them on the commission's programs.
As Paul Beeson explained developments in medicine at the ABCC, "from us to them." Each week, Beeson and the members of his department, which he described as"small," had a luncheon together. The development of Sputnik by the Russians and possibilities of nuclear thrusts in other nations became a favorite topic of discussion for bright young men in the fields of science. Paul continued, "We decided that the department should do something and the word reached Keith Cannan. . .
[about] our unease about the state of the world and we decided to take on the ABCC as a departmental contribution" [personal discussion, 23 March 1982] .
When this welcome information reached Cannan, he hastened to New Haven, and, after a discussion with Beeson, they So it is that Yale leads all medical schools in its contributions to the development and success of the ABCC, extending from the work of Oughterson and Liebow in 1945 to that of Hamilton, who continues today as director of clinical laboratories, Hiroshima; a total of 38 years. Oughterson was a leading figure in initiating the program, Liebow, in his report on the immediate effects of the bomb. Howard Hamilton is credited with being the founder of the clinical laboratories, an excellent scientific leader, and a splendid Noh actor. Paul Beeson and his medical men created a firstrate department of medicine. George Darling was the first permanent director with a special knack for gaining the support and respect of the Japanese.
